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My Association, therefore, respectfully urges that, if the Government does
not intend to grant any real and substantial relief in accordance with
the oft-plighted word of British administrators. Law 3 of 1885 may be
allowed to remain undisturbed, and the Responsible Government may
be left to deal with the whole position in consultation with the Imperial
Government.

/ liave the honour to remain,

Sir,

Tour obedient s&nscwt,
ABDUL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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42L LONG LIVE THE GRAND OLD MAW
The fourth of September will be the eighty-second birthday of the
Honourable Dadabhai Naoroji, the veteran patriot of India, who is its
"Grand Old Man" as not even the late Mr. Gladstone was of England*
The spectacle of Mr. Naofoji tirelessly fighting India's battles, hoping
against hope, living a life of self-imposed exile and of incessant energy
that would do credit to a youth of twenty-five, is magnificent, ennobling
and inspiring.   No one can, with any justification, talk of India as   in
its decline when it produces even one such life as Mr. Naoroji's,   To him,
India's service is the breath of life.  It is his religion and it is his one occu-
pation.   He has dedicated his all to India as no one eke has.  We cannot
but think that it is his intense love and devotion to the cause which enable
him to bear his years so lightly as he has done.   Shall we say it is also a
result of divine pleasure over so much pure sacrifice of self?  To us in
South Africa, a life such as this teaches many a lesson and we can render
no greater homage and offer no more sincere prayer for yet more divine
pleasure to be bestowed upon the Grand Old Man than by endeavouring
to copy the life that Mr. Naoroji has placed before all India,   We feel
certain, in fact we know, that nothing will give him greater pleasure than
to know that we cherish his life's work and that we want to follow in his
footsteps, and that even after the grave has closed over him, he will live
in our memories and in our deeds.   Those that are connected with this
journal have in many of their trials been uplifted by the remembrance
of this one name.   Indeed, the enterprise has been possible only because
of the great example set by the noblest Indian patriot living.   Our heart-
felt prayer goes to the Almighty for  a long life to the Grand Old  Man
of India.
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l This and the three following items were written on or before August 27, 1906. Vide
"Letter to Chhaganlal Gandhi'*, p. 406.